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New Report Ranks the Cities, States Failing to Protect Most Vulnerable from Dirty Air

Exxon Mobil in Top 10 List of Companies that Pollute in 
Most Disadvantaged Neighborhoods 
AMHERST, MASSACHUSETS – A new study released today is one of the first to use newly 
available data from the Environmental Protection Agency to track which states and metropolitan 
areas have the biggest gap between the health risk from toxic air pollution faced by people of 
color and the poor compared to their proportion of the population. 
The study, conducted by researchers at University of Massachusetts, Amherst and University of Southern California, also ranks the industrial companies who emit the majority of their air pollution in the most disadvantaged neighborhoods.
“Our findings introduce a new layer to government and corporate accountability,” said Jim Boyce, Ph.D., of the Political Economy Research Institute at University of Massachusetts, Amherst. 
Included in the findings are lists of the ten worst metropolitan areas who are failing to protect minorities and the poor from dirtier air than the rest of the population breathes: 

	Ten  Worst for Protecting Minorities 

	1. Birmingham, AL

2. Baton Rouge, LA

3. Memphis, TN

4. Chicago, IL 

5. Harrisburg--Lebanon--Carlisle, PA 

6. Louisville, KY--IN 

7. Gary, IN 

8. San Diego, CA 

9. Milwaukee--Waukesha, WI 

10. Tacoma, WA 

Ten  Worst for Protecting the Poor 
1. Birmingham, AL

2. Baton Rouge, LA 

3. Youngstown--Warren, OH 

4. Charleston--North Charleston, SC 

5. Tacoma, WA 

6. Gary, IN 

7. Milwaukee--Waukesha, WI 

8. Knoxville, TN 

9. Columbus, OH 

10. Detroit, MI




 “These findings confirm what a lot of communities have been telling us,” said Manuel Pastor, professor of Geography and American Studies & Ethnicity and director of Program for Environmental and Regional Equity at University of Southern California. “Minorities and the poor breathe dirtier air than their neighbors in too many places across the country.” 
Among the top industrial air polluters, the ten companies whose emissions most disproportionately affect minority neighborhoods are: 
1. National Oilwell Varco

2. ExxonMobil

3. General Dynamics

4. Hess

5. Freeport-McMoran Copper & Gold

6. Arcelor Mittal

7. Valero Energy 

8. Akzo Nobel

9. Public Service Enterprise Group

10. Northrop Grumman

“As researchers, all we can do is put credible information out there,” said Michael Ash of the Political Economy Research Institute at University of Massachusetts, Amherst. “But we hope residents of these cities and states, and shareholders of these companies will use this information as a new tool to measure social responsibility.” 
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