
PARTICIPANT BIOS

Mubariq Ahmad has been working as a macroeconomic analyst and natural
resources/environmental economist since 1984 in a number of domestic and international
organizations, including the World Bank (in Jakarta and Washington DC) and a
prominent Indonesian independent policy research institute. He has been working with
NGO communities on various natural resources and environmental issues since 1991.  In
April 2001, he resumed his position as Senior Natural Resource Economist at the Natural
Resources Management Program, a USAID funded program, after serving for 2.5 years
as Executive Director of LEI (Lembaga Ekolabel Indonesia/Indonesian Ecolabeling
Institute) in Jakarta.  In November 2002, he joined WWF Indonesia as Deputy Executive
Director, and he will take the helm of the organization starting February 2003.  Dr.
Ahmad actively contributes to and supports the working of an NGO coalition to promote
agrarian and natural resources governance reform in Indonesia.  He also serves as a
member of the International Steering Committee for Continuing Dialog on Sustainable
Forestry (The Forestry Dialogue/TFD) under the auspices of the World Business Council
for Sustainable Development (WBCSD), as well as a member of the International
Editorial Board of Journal of Forest Policy and Economics, published by Elsevier
Science, Netherlands. Dr. Ahmad teaches Natural Resources and Environmental
Economics at the Faculty of Economics, University of Indonesia.  Dr. Ahmad holds a
Ph.D. degree in Natural Resources and Environmental Economics from Michigan State
University (1997), a Master of Art degree in International Trade and Finance from
Economics Department, Columbia University, New York (1990), and a BA in Economics
and Development Studies from Faculty of Economics, University of Indonesia (1985).

Kojo Amanor is a research fellow at the Institute of African Studies, University of
Ghana, Legon.  He mainly works on environmental, forestry, land, small farmer and
decentralisation issues.  Main publications include Land labour and the Family in
Southern Ghana: A critique of land policy under neo-liberalisation, Nordic Institute of
African Studies, Research Report no. 116, Uppsala, 2001; Global restructuring and land
rights in Ghana: Forest food chains, timber and rural livelihoods, Nordic Institute of
African Studies, Research Report 108, Uppsala, 1999;  The Management of Trees on
Farms: The perspectives of farmers, Ghana Forestry Department: Kumasi, 1996; The
New Frontier: Farmers' responses to land degradation. A West African case study,
UNRISD: Geneva  and Zed Press: London, 1994;  and with N.A. Kotey, J. Francois,
J.G.K.  Owusu, R. Yeboah, and L. Antwi  Falling into Place Policy that works for
Forests and People series no.4, Ghana Country Study, London: IIED., 1998.
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Charles Bailey
Ford Foundation
Vietnam Office

Josefina Aranda Bezaury is an anthropologist.  Since 1989 she has been working as an
Adviser for Coordinadora Estatal de Productores de Café Oaxaca (CEPCO) – a small
coffee producers' organization – in Oaxaca, México. CEPCO coordinates the efforts of
16,000 indigenous coffee producers from  42 cooperatives and 10 different languages and
cultures.  It exports organic sustainably-produced coffee directly to the USA and Europe.
Ms Aranda has also worked as a researcher and teacher at the local university (UABJO)
since 1983, with a specialty on peasant women in Mexico.

Paul Baer is a PhD student in the Energy and Resources Group at the University of
California at Berkeley, as well as a co-founder and director of EcoEquity.  His research is
broadly in the area of ecological economics, with a focus on climate change science and
policy.  Together with Tom Athansiou, co-founder of EcoEquity, he recently wrote Dead
Heat: Global Justice and Global Warming.

Deborah Ann Barry holds a BA in Economic Geography from the University of
California at Berkeley.  Ms. Barry also studied at a Masters Program in Social Sciences at
the Centro de Investigaciones y Estudios Superiores en Antropología Social (CIESAS),
Mexico.  She has been living and working in Central America and Mexico for over 25
years, where she has had extensive field experience in rural development work, related
applied research and international consulting, particularly in the areas of sustainable
agriculture, land-use management-water, and public policy development.  Helping to
develop the concept and application of payment for environmental services to the rural
poor has been a particular thrust of her recent work, as well as the development of
integrated/interdisciplinary research methodologies linking environment with
development.  Institution building has also been an important part of her work; in Central
America she co-founded and directed four policy research institutions in Nicaragua and
El Salvador.  During that same period, she worked periodically as an international
consultant for Development Agencies: Danida – (Denmark), Norad (Norway), ASDI
(Sweden), CEPAL, UNHCR, USAID, UNDP, WWF in Central America.  This work
included developing methodologies for integrated research linking environmental
problems with social and economic causes, evaluating sustainable agricultural projects,
and strategic regional planning for bilateral donor agencies in the region.  She has written
over thirty articles and chapters in both regional and international journals, books and
magazines.  Currently, Ms Barry is Program Officer for the Environment and
Development Program for Mexico and Central America at the Ford Foundation in
Mexico City.  Her current interests are reflected in the work she supports through the
Foundation to empower communities and social organizations to bridge the gap between
conservation and development through sustainable management of their natural resources
and advocacy for policy change to recognize their role. The Initiatives she supports are:
Strengthening Community-Based Forestry and Innovation for Natural-Asset Building in
Resource Poor Communities, where the promotion of sustainable land-use and natural
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resource management and the valuation and payment for Environmental Services, such as
watershed management, biodiversity conservation and carbon sequestration are key.

James K. Boyce is a professor of economics at the University of Massachusetts, Amherst,
and director of the Program on Development, Peacebuilding, and the Environment at the
Political Economy Research Institute (PERI). In the latter capacity he directs the Natural
Assets Project, a collaborative research and education initiative funded by the Ford
Foundation (for details, see PERI’s website: http://www.umass.edu/peri/). His books
include A Quiet Violence: View from a Bangladesh Village (co-authored with Betsy
Hartmann, Zed Books, Institute for Food and Development Policy, and Oxford
University Press, 1983); Agrarian Impasse in Bengal: Institutional Constraints to
Technological Change (Oxford University Press, 1987); and The Philippines: The
Political Economy of Growth and Impoverishment in the Marcos Era (Macmillan,
University of Hawaii Press, and Ateneo de Manila University Press, 1993); and he is the
editor of Economic Policy for Building Peace: The Lessons of El Salvador (Lynne
Rienner, 1996). His writings on environmental issues include ‘Inequality as a Cause of
Environmental Degradation’, Ecological Economics (1994); ‘Ecological Distribution,
Agricultural Trade Liberalization, and In Situ Genetic Diversity,’ Journal of Income
Distribution (1996); ‘Let Them Eat Risk: Wealth, Rights, and Disaster Vulnerability,’
Disasters (2000); and The Political Economy of the Environment (2002 from Edward
Elgar Publishers).

Oscar Castillo
Center for Agrarian Reform and Rural Development
Philippines

Pisit Charnsnoh is the Founder and the President of Yadfon Association, a NGO in
Thailand working with coastal villages to protect fisheries and mangroves, where he has
worked since 1985.  Previously, Mr. Charnsnoh worked for Redd Barna as the
Programme Director for Community Development, for World Vision / Mae-Jo University
as Project manager for Community Leadership Training (COLT), and for the Thailand
Rural Reconstruction Movement (TRRM) in Chainat Province as a Rural Reconstruction
Worker.  He is the co-founder of the Mangrove Action Project (MAP), an adviser to Thai
NGO – Coordinating Committee, (NGO-COD).  Mr. Charnsnoh is also a Committee
member with the International Collective in Support of Fishworkers, and a member of the
University Activity Promotion Committee at Prince of Songkhla University.  He is the
recipient of the Prince of Songkhla Memory Award in 1993, The Outstanding Alumni
Award at Khon-Kaen University in 1996, and the 2002 Goldman Environmental Prize.
Mr. Charnsnoh holds a PhD in Environmental Management from the Prince of Songkhla
University, and a BS in Animal Science from Khon-Kaen University.

Michael E. Conroy is a program officer working in the environment and development
field at the Ford Foundation.  His current work focuses on strengthening the ability of
local communities to understand, influence, and take advantage of global processes, and
to receive compensation for negative consequences that may occur.  One aspect of that
work is a major effort to support the development of advocacy-led certification systems
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as market-based mechanisms to encourage and reward superior corporate social and
environmental performance and to combat the drive toward inferior social and
environmental practices that globalization could produce.  Prior to joining the Foundation
in 1994, Dr. Conroy taught economics at the University of Texas at Austin for nearly 25
years.  When he left Texas, he was a Professor in the Economics Department, Associate
Chairman of the Department, and director of the Latin American Economic Studies
Program.  His principal areas of teaching and research included regional and urban
economics, Latin American political economy, and the global economics of sustainable
development.

Oronto Douglas
Oil Watch
Nigeria

Cynthia (Mil) Duncan joined the Ford Foundation July 2000 as Director of Community
and Resource Development.  The Community and Resource Development Unit funds
place-based community development and environment and development work in poor
urban and rural communities in the US as well as Africa, Latin America, and Asia.  Prior
to this appointment she was Professor and Chair of the Sociology Department at the
University of New Hampshire, where she taught undergraduate and graduate courses in
poverty and inequality, political sociology, social change, and qualitative and applied
methodology.  She is the author of Worlds Apart: Why Poverty Persists in Rural America
(Yale University Press 1999), a study that compares opportunities for mobility and
change in three rural communities in the US.  Worlds Apart won the American
Sociological Association’s Community and Urban Sociology Section Robert E Park
award in 2001.  She is also the author of Rural Poverty in America, an edited collection
on rural poverty, and numerous articles on rural poverty, social change, and development.
In addition to her research on poor rural US communities, she conducted research in
Maine, northwest Newfoundland, Iceland and Norway on how fishing families and
communities adapted to the ground fish crisis during the late 1990s.  Before joining
UNH’s faculty in 1989 she was Associate Director and co-founder of the Aspen
Institute’s Rural Economic Policy program (now the Community Strategies Group), and
prior to that she was research director at the Mountain Association for Community
Economic Development, a regional economic development organization in Berea,
Kentucky.  She received her BA in English from Stanford University, and her MA and
Ph.D. from the University of Kentucky.

James Fahn is a program associate with the Ford Foundation's Community and
Resources Development Unit.  A former Watson Fellow, he went on to become a
journalist and spent nearly a decade working at The Nation, an English-language daily
newspaper based in Bangkok, where he served as environment editor.  Currently based in
New York City, he is the author of a forthcoming book about environmental issues in
Asia entitled A Land on Fire, and has a website at www.geocities.com/jdfahn.

Eugenio M. Gonzales is the former Executive Director of the Foundation for a
Sustainable Society, Inc (FSSI), an endowment which provides financial and technical
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assistance to Philippine NGOs, People's Organizations, Cooperatives, and Entrepreneurs
to enable them to engage in economically viable and ecologically sound community-
oriented enterprises.  He recently designed a manual to help village councils design
livelihood projects and access funds from a World Bank-funded project of the Philippine
Department of Social Welfare and Development. Last September, he assisted the
Foundation for the Philippine Environment and its grantees in lobbying the Philippine
and US governments to make an US$ 8.24 million debt-for-nature swap more accessible
to NGOs and indigenous people's organizations.  He is an Industrial Engineer with more
than 20 years of experience in strategic planning, project development and management,
institutional development, and policy analysis as a project team member, project leader,
consultant, and executive officer.  Mr. Gonzales has participated extensively in the design
and implementation of four grant-making mechanisms that have provided over US$17
million to more than 1,000 Philippine non-governmental organizations (NGOs)and
people's organizations (POs) in the last ten years.  Before working with NGOs and POs,
he taught for 6 years in the Department of Industrial Engineering and Operations
Research at the University of the Philippines in Diliman.  Concurrent with his academic
involvement, he was a consultant and lecturer in various projects and training courses at
the National Engineering Center, the Institute for Small-Scale Industries, and the College
of Social Work and Community Development, all at the University of the Philippines,
lecturing on Project Feasibility Analysis, Methods Engineering, Industrial Organization
and Management, Industrial Quality Control, Industrial Statistics, and Rapid Rural
Systems Appraisal.  Mr. Gonzales provides advice and submits policy recommendations
to Cabinet-level government policy-makers in bodies such as the National Anti-Poverty
Commission, the Presidential Management Staff, and the Department of Social Welfare
and Development. He also participates in policy discussions with the heads and officers
of bilateral and multilateral development agencies.  In the past, he has worked for
Philippine-Canada Human Resource Development Program (PCHRD), Philippine-
Canadian Joint Committee for Human Resource Development [PCJC-HRD], Foundation
for the Philippine Environment (FPE), Caucus for Development NGO Networks (CODE-
NGO), and the Council for People's Development.

Anthony Hall is Reader in Social Planning in Developing Countries in the Department of
Social Policy at the London School of Economics and Political Science. Before joining
the LSE he worked at Reading University and as Country Representative in Brazil for
Oxfam.  He has published books on public irrigation policy in Brazil and on the impacts
of large-scale development projects in Amazonia.  Most recently, he has carried out
research on community-based sustainable development initiatives in the Brazilian
Amazon and their influence on environmental policy.  Relevant publications include
'Sustaining Amazonia: Grassroots Action for Productive Conservation' (1997) and
'Amazonia at the Crossroads: the Challenge of Sustainable Development' (2000).

Krista Harper teaches anthropology at Smith College in Massachusetts. As a Fulbright
scholar (1996), she conducted research on social movements in Hungary.  Dr. Harper is
currently working on her book, "From the Danube to Seattle: Environmental Activists
and the Transformation from State Socialism in Hungary."  She is beginning a new
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research project on the intersections of environmental justice issues and Roma (Gypsy)
civil rights in East-Central Europe.

Xu Jianchu is a professor in the Kunming Institute of Botany at the Chinese Academy of
Sciences, and the Executive Director of the Center for Biodiversity and Indigenous
Knowledge, a NGO based in Southwest China that works on biodiversity conservation,
community livelihood and watershed governance.  He specializes in land cover/land-use
change, community-based natural resource management, and biodiversity assessment and
conservation.  Mr. Jianchu serves as Vice Chair of the Board for the Regional Community
Forestry Training Center for Asia and the Pacific, and he is on the steering committee of
LUCC-IGBP/IHDP (Land-Use and Land-Cover Change, International Geosphere-
Biosphere Program and International Human Dimension Program of Global Change
Program). Mr. Jianchu has extensive field experience and international exposure to cross-
culture and cross-border comparison, as well as field experience in Southeast Asian
countries working on conservation, forestry, land use, land cover change, and policy
analysis. He has served as team leader for the policy review and institutional capacity
analysis for the DFID supported project on “Yunnan Environmental Development
Program”.   Mr. Jianchu holds Ph.D. in environmental sciences from the China
Agriculture University.  He is the co-author of “Effects of Swidden Cultivation,
Population Growth, and State Policies on Land Cover in Yunnan, China”, which
appeared in the 1999 edition of Mountain Research and Development; and “The causes
of land-use and land-cover change: Moving  beyond the myths”, which appeared in the
2001 edition of Global Environmental Change.   Mr. Jianchu is also the co-author of the
book The Socio-Cultural Perspectives of Bio-Resource Management in Southwest China
(2001), and the editor of Links between Cultures and Biodiversity: Proceedings of
Cultures and Biodiversity International Congress 2000.

Fatima Jibrell is the founder of Horn of Africa Relief and Development  in Somalia, a
NGO that relies on sustainable grassroots responses to environmental destruction.
Somalia is a country ravaged by wars, periodic droughts, and exploitation of fragile
resources.  Somalis, mostly nomadic herders, are scrambling to survive in the absence of
stability.  Jibrell’s approach to all these challenges emphasizes peacebuilding and the
education of women and children.  Despite threats and dangers, Jibrell’s work has
transcended clan boundaries, a significant accomplishment in Somalia.  She successfully
addressed production of charcoal from acacia trees as old as 500 years by winning a
regional government ban in Northeast Somalia on charcoal exports.  Joining with several
villages in the eastern Sanaag region, she has helped create Buran Rural Institute (BRI).
With the help of Horn Relief and NOVIB, a Dutch Organization, BRI is bringing together
women, men, elders, youth and nomads to focus on peace, political participation and
natural resource issues.  She is also the coordinator of Resource Management Somali
Network, an organization that brings together Somali Environmentalists.  Jibrell is a
recipient of the Goldman Environmental Award, in recognition of her work with Horn
Relief as one who works within communities to protect environment through seeking
solutions to environmental problems and lobbying for positive environmental policies.
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Dr. Narpat Singh Jodha is a Senior Adviser (Policy Analyst) at the International Centre
for Integrated Mountain Development (ICIMOD), Kathmandu, which covers 8 countries
of Hindu Kush-Himalayan region.  Trained in Agricultural and Resource Economics for
years he worked in CGIAR Institutes in Asia and Africa and in the Environment
Department of the World Bank.  Mainly focusing on micro level field situation, he has
authored nearly 100 research papers/books, including his latest: “Life on the Edge:
Sustaining Agriculture and Community Resources in Fragile Environments".  His
research and advisory work deals with technological and institutional aspects of
sustainable agriculture and natural resource management in fragile resource zones, rural
common property resources, poverty and policy processes, ecosystem-social system links
and their changes, and the repercussion of globalization for fragile mountains. Mr. Jodha
is currently working on “Highland - Lowland Economic and Environmental Linkages”.

Khushi Kabir joined Nijera Kori as Coordinator in 1980 and has worked there until the
present.  Nijera Kori is a development organisation presently working in 39 thanas, 1,200
villages of Bangladesh, organising 185,713 landless women and men in socio-economic
struggles as well as facilitating better access to rural services and available resources.  It
works with a view to building self-reliance and improved production, through
mobilisation and collective action.  The main focus of Nijera Kori’s work is on
awareness-building and empowerment of the poor, as well as on sensitising men on
women’s status and position within the family and in society.  It also works to encourage
the poor and marginalised, particularly women, to take up stronger and a more assertive
role as an integral process within society.  In 1972, immediately after the Liberation of
Bangladesh, Ms. Kabir joined BRAC as part of a group of young people to work for the
rehabilitation of the war torn country, based in remote rural areas.  Until 1980 she worked
with BRAC in developing field programmes, education materials, training modules, and
implementing programme, particularly in the field of mobilisation and organisation of the
poor with equal emphasis towards women’s empowerment.  Ms. Kabir was the first woman
to work in remote rural areas in Bangladesh’s NGO history.  She received a Bachelor’s
degree in Fine Arts from the University of Dhaka in 1969.

Daniel M. Kammen is Professor of Energy and Society in the Energy and Resources
Group (ERG), Professor of Public Policy in the Goldman School of Public Policy, and is
Professor of Nuclear Engineering in the Department of Nuclear Engineering at the
University of California, Berkeley. He is also the founding Director of the Renewable
and Appropriate Energy Laboratory (RAEL).  He has also taught in the Physics
Department and the Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University and at the
Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International Affairs at Princeton University,
where he played a key role in developing the interdisciplinary Science, Technology, and
Environmental Policy (STEP) Program, serving as the chair from 1997-1999.   In 1993 he
was recognized for his contributions to rural development and environmental
conservation with the 21st Century Earth Award from the Global Industrial and Policy
Research Institute and Nihon Keizai Shimbun in Japan.  He is also a Fellow of the
American Physical Society and a Permanent Fellow of the African Academy of Sciences.
Daniel's research interests include: the science, engineering, management, and
dissemination of renewable energy systems; health and environmental impacts of energy
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generation and use; rural resource management, including issues of gender and ethnicity;
international R&D policy, climate change; and energy forecasting and risk analysis. He is
the author of over 120 journal publications, a book on environmental, technological, and
health risks (Should We Risk It?, Princeton University Press) and numerous reports on
renewable energy and development.  Daniel also advises the U. S. and Swedish Agencies
for International Development, the World Bank, and the Presidents Committee on
Science and Technology (PCAST), and is a member of the Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (Working Group III and a lead author of the Special Report on
Technology Transfer). He serves on the technical review board for the GEF (the STAP),
and advises the American Academy of Arts and Sciences as well as the African
Academy of Sciences.

Karyn Keenan is an environmental lawyer and activist.  She works with South American
indigenous communities that are impacted by resource extraction activities. This has
included work on petroleum and gas extraction in the Bolivian Amazon.  Karyn will soon
return to the Mining and Communities team at CooperAcción, a Lima-based Peruvian
NGO.  She will be involved in research and advocacy work that aims to reduce the
adverse social and environmental impacts of large scale mining operations.

Budhita Kismadi is senior facilitator/trainer at LATIN Inc (or LATIN Innovation
Center).  In this capacity she has been involved in promoting participatory approaches to
achieving community forestry and good forest governance, both in Indonesia and
regionally.  In addition, she continues to be involved in promoting community/local
exchange systems within the larger context of promoting sustainable development.  She
has worked with PACT Indonesia as a program coordinator, the International
Development Research Centre as a research assistant, and CUSO (a Canada-based
international development agency) as their Director of Indonesian Programs, where she
worked on community-based natural resource management and many other community
development issues, including community currency / local exchange systems,
community-based eco-tourism and community-managed health or alternative health care.
She holds a degree in anthropology and sociology from Sophia University in Tokyo, and
a graduate degree in Public Policy from the National University of Singapore.

John Kurien works at the Centre for Development Studies in Trivandrum, the capital of
Kerala State at the southern tip of India (He says: “I used to sell fish to their canteen!”).
His academic background covers statistics, business management and social sciences, and
his recent research covers issues of property rights, natural resource management and
issues of social security and marginalisation.  After a brief stint in industry in the early
1970s, he “dropped out” to live and work in a little fishing village in Kerala State, South
India to help small-scale fishworkers to organise their fish marketing activities, later
joining the Centre for Development Studies as a researcher to work on techno-economic
and socio-ecological aspects of fisheries. His Ph.D thesis examined the diffusion of
technology in marine fisheries, examining the concrete socio-economic and ecological
interrelations and the particularities of diffusion in an open access realm. John spent a
year in Hong Kong in the early 1980s to set up a documentation and research centre to
help activist groups working in South and South East Asia, and has continued activist
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engagement in issues relating to fishworkers development at the local, national, and
international levels. Apart from his research and activist concerns, John teaches courses
on research methodology and a course on “Resources, Environment and Development”.
He also guides student theses at the M.Phil and Ph.D levels. He is fifty, married, and has
three sons.

Maria Elena Martinez is an anti-globalization activist, social science researcher and
lecturer, who was born and raised in Mexico.  She is the Executive Director of
CorpWatch/Transnational Action and Resources Center (http://www.corpwatch.org), a
California-based NGO that monitors the activities of transnational corporations and
works with social movements to hold corporations accountable on Human Rights, Labor
Rights and Environment.  She is also part of the Board of Directors of Desarollo
Alternativo, A.C., a small Mexican non-profit working on alternatives to corporate
globalization for rural areas.  Maria Elena, who will shortly receive a Ph.D. in Latin
American Studies from the University of California at Berkeley, has also been a visiting
scholar at the CIESAS and PROIMMSE social science research institutes in Chiapas,
Mexico.

Steve Minkin
USA

Dumela Mohlaba works for The Rural Action Committee (TRAC-MP) – a land rights
NGO based in Mpumalanga, South Africa – where she does research, training and
organisational development.  Ms Mohlaba conducts skills audits with community groups
as well as with TRAC staff.  She has researched the impact of tourism on poor
communities and indigenous knowledge. TRAC fights for agrarian Land Reform on
behalf farm dwellers and rural communities in South Africa, where distribution of land
remains concentrated in the hands of white farmers.  Ms Mohlaba has two sons, ages 10
and 8.

Dani Wahyu Munggoro has been active in promoting community empowerment in
natural resource management in Indonesia for almost 20 years.  A graduate of the Bogor
Institute of Agriculture/Forestry (veterinary sciences) and the University of Indonesia
(anthropology), Dani has worked with such environmental organizations as WALHI
(Wahana Lingkungan Hidup Indonesia, or The Indonesian Environmental NGO Forum)
and SKEPHI (Sekretariat Kerjasama Pelestarian Hutan Indonesia, or Secretariat for the
Joint Conservation of Forests in Indonesia). Dani also played a crucial role in the
establishment of such national networks in Indonesia as the Consortium for the Support
of Community-based Forest Management Systems (Konsorsium Pendukung Sistem
Hutan Kemasyarakatan, KpSHK) and Participatory Mapping Network (Jaringan
Kerjasama Pemetaan Partisipatif, JKPP).  He joined The Indonesian Tropical Institute
(Lembaga Alam Tropika Indonesia, LATIN) in 1993 and was elected Executive Director
in 1998.  During his term in office, he was instrumental in making community forestry
LATIN’s primary focus, and ensuring that the organization re-invented itself to fulfill this
objective.  LATIN has conducted research and produced publications on collaborative
management, conflict management, forest politics and policy, and community forestry.
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In addition, LATIN has also developed and strengthened the skills of its human resources
to be qualified facilitators and trainers.  Since stepping down from his position as
executive director, Dani has been busy with the establishing the LATIN INNOVATION
CENTER (or LATIN InC), a Society for Community Forestry Facilitators in Bogor,
Indonesia.  LATIN InC aims to be a place that pools the complementary knowledge,
skills and attitudes of all the stakeholders in Good Forest Governance Approach in order
to create a paradigm change in the management of tropical rainforests, from a state-
managed system to a community-managed system.

James Murombedzi is a Program Officer in the Ford Foundation's Environment and
Development program in Southern Africa. His current portfolio focuses on land reform
and natural resources management in Mozambique, Namibia, South Africa and
Zimbabwe. Prior to his current appointment, Dr Murombedzi was a lecturer at the
University of Zimbabwe, where he also carried out extensive research on the devolution
of natural resources management in the region.

Sunita Narain is the director of the Centre for Science and Environment. Her research
interests range from global issues of climate change to local issues of forest management
and water resource management.  In 1991 she co-authored with Anil Agarwal the CSE
publication Global Warming in an Unequal World: A Case of Environmental
Colonialism.  In 1992 she co-authored Towards a Green World: Should Environmental
Management Be Built on Legal Conventions or Human Rights? In 1997, she co-authored
Dying Wisdom: The Rise, Fall and Potential of India’s Water Harvesting Systems. An
active participant in national and international civil society, she serves on the boards of
several non-governmental organisations and on government committees.

Samuel Nguiffo
Centre pour l'Environnement et le Développement
Cameroon

Isilda Nhantumbo has been the Country Programme Coordinator for the IUCN (The
World Conservation Union) since October of 2000, where she conducts policy analysis
with a focus on the impact of land, forestry, wildlife, and conservation policies on the
livelihoods of rural communities.  Working with IUCN she has also worked on policy
implementation, and made efforts to inform the policy debate with lessons from these
experiences. She received her first degree from Eduardo Mondlane University in Maputo
(1990), and a Ph.D in Forestry Economics from the University of Edinburgh, Scotland
(1997).  Between 1990 and 2000 she worked as a Lecturer at Eduardo Mondlane
University, Faculty of Agronomy and Forestry, Department of Forestry, having lectured
various subjects from forest mensuration to project evaluation, forest economics and
management as well as policy and legislation.

Elena Nikitina was awarded her master's degree (economic geography) from the
Moscow State University in 1975, and her Ph.D. (world economy and international
relations) from the Institute of World Economy and International Relations, Russian
Academy of Sciences (international policies) in 1980. She is currently working in the
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Center for Environmental Policy, Institute of World Economy and International
Relations, Russian Academy of Sciences, specialising on the analysis of implementation
and effectiveness of international environmental agreements, environmental policy in
Russia, and financial transfers for environmental policy implementation under the period
of transformation in Russia.  From 1993 to 1996, she worked for the International
Institute for Applied Systems Analysis (IIASA), Austria, where she was involved in a
large multinational project to investigate domestic implementation and effectiveness of
international environmental agreements.  She publishes widely in Russia and in the West.
She has been involved in several international research projects, including studies for the
European Union such as ‘Sustainable water management systems in NIS: problems of
transfer and adaptation’, ‘Subsidiarity and environment: reorganisation of environmental
institutions in the East’, and ‘Greenhouse gas inventories: national reporting processes
and implementation review mechanisms in the EU'. She is currently participating in a the
‘Policy design of climate change collaboration in Northern Asia’ research project for the
APN Foundation, and the ‘Joint bilateral environmental efforts with a country in
transition - the case of Norilsk Nickel’ project of the Norwegian Research Council. Over
the years she has participated in international research projects affiliated with, the Social
Sciences Research Council, Georgetown University, Harvard University, the Ford
Foundation, Dartmouth College, and others.  She has served as a consultant for the
United Nations Environmental Programme, the United Nations Development
Programme, the Institute of Global Environmental Strategies in Japan, and the Danish
Environmental Support Fund.  During 1998-1999 she was a member of the international
scientific planning committee for the 1999 and for the 2001Open Meetings on Human
Dimensions of Global Environmental Change Research Community held in Japan and
Brazil.  She is also a member of the scientific committee for Global Environment and
Human Security Prorgamme of the IHDP.  She participated as a lead author in
preparation of the IPCC Third Assessment Report, WG III.  Dr. Nikitina is also on the
editorial board of both Climate Policy and Global Environmental Politics.

Ran Singh Parmar has been a leading grassroots activist espousing causes such as rights
of indigenous people and working to eradicate poverty for over two decades. In the
Indian state of Madhya Pradesh, he is a front-rank leader fighting for the land rights of
the dispossessed indigenous people. His leadership has sustained Ekta Parishad's
continued advocacy for policy changes towards the Adivasi population in Madhya
Pradesh.  Largely thanks to his leadership, the Adivasi population has gained greater
dignity, identity, and political voice – so much so that that they have begun to wield
electoral influence.  Ekta Parishad works on Gandhian principle of carrying people's
advocacy through the twin strategy of struggle and constructive works. Mr. Parmar has
built an infrastructure and network necessary for undertaking village economic
regeneration by providing markets for indigenous artisan and village natural produce. He
heads a dedicated team of activists that works to organize and mobilize rural poor for
their control over their natural livelihood rights.  Mr. Parmar is from the Chambal area of
Madhya Pradesh, an area once known for its infamous banditry.  He was a prodigal
disciple of Dr S. N. Subba Rao, the noted Gandhian peace activist of India.  Mr. Parmar
has been the Executive Secretary of Mahatma Gandhi Sewa Ashram since the early
1980s, and his work has brought this famed organization back from the brink of financial



ICNA Participant Bios Page 12

morass. He also heads the National Youth Project, founded by Subba Rao.  He is also a
family man with two sons and two daughters.

Manuel Pastor is Professor of Latin American and Latino Studies and Director of the
Center for Justice, Tolerance, and Community at the University of California, Santa Cruz.
He holds an economics Ph.D. from the University of Massachusetts, Amherst, and has
received fellowships from the Danforth, Guggenheim, and Kellogg foundations and
grants from the Irvine Foundation, the Rockefeller Foundation, the Ford Foundation, the
National Science Foundation, the Social Science Research Council, the MacArthur
Foundation, California Council for the Humanities, the U.S. Institute of Peace, the North-
South Center, and many others.  His research on Latin American issues has been
published in journals such as International Organization, World Development, Journal of
Development Economics, Journal of Latin American Studies, Latin American Research
Review, and Foreign Affairs. His research on U.S. urban issues has been published in
Economic Development Quarterly, Review of Regional Studies, Social Science Quarterly,
Journal of Economic Issues, Journal of Urban Affairs, Urban Affairs Review, Urban
Geography, and elsewhere and has generally focused on the labor market and social
conditions facing low-income urban communities.  Dr. Pastor’s most recent books
include Modern Political Economy and Latin America: Theory and Policy (Westview
Press), co-edited with Jeffrey Frieden and Michael Tomz, and Regions That Work: How
Cities and Suburbs Can Grow Together (University of Minnesota Press), co-authored
with Peter Dreier, Eugene Grigsby, and Marta Lopez-Garza. He has a book forthcoming
in 2002, co-authored with Angela Glover Blackwell and Stewart Kwoh, entitled
Searching for the Uncommon Common Ground:  New Dimensions on Race in America
(W.W. Norton).  He is currently working on issues of environmental justice with support
from both The California Endowment, on contingent work in America’s changing labor
markets with the support of the Russell Sage, Rockefeller, and Ford foundations, and on
the relationship between community and regional development with the support of the
Hewlett Foundation.  Dr. Pastor speaks frequently on issues of community empowerment
and has contributed opinion pieces to such outlets as the Los Angeles Times, the San Jose
Mercury News, and the Christian Science Monitor.

Ferenc Poos
Autonomia Foundation
Hungary

Carlos J. Porras is the Executive Director of Communities for a Better Environment
(CBE) in Los Angeles, California.  He was hired as the Southern California Director of
CBE in November, 1993, and was made the Executive Director in October of 1999.  Mr.
Porras launched CBE’s LA CAUSA campaign (Los Angeles Comunidades Asemblades
Unidas para un Sostenible Ambiente, or Los Angeles Communities Assembled in Unity
for a Sustainable Environment, LA CAUSE) in 1994 and oversaw the expansion of the
Southern California Program and operations of CBE.   He has more than thirty years of
experience as a labor, community, and environmental leader and organizer.  He started
out in the Chicano and prisoners’ rights movements in Texas and was a volunteer for the
MeCHA and UFW campaigns for the lettuce and grape workers in the early 70’s.  In the
mid 70’s he was active in the Santa Fe Springs City Employees Association, SFSCEA,



ICNA Participant Bios Page 13

and he turned the SFSCEA from a social club into an active fighter for worker’s rights,
serving alternatively as elected president and vice-president of the union for fifteen years.
In his last four years at SCSCEA, Mr. Porras spearheaded an environmental campaign
aimed at the Powerine Oil Refinery which threatened the health of public employees who
worked next door.  He linked up with UCLA Urban Planning Department and the UCLA
Labor and Occupational Safety and Health Department and won health and safety
demands from the city and the company.  He is the member of National Environmental
Justice Advisory Council Health and Research Subcommittee and the South Coast Air
Quality Management District Environmental Justice Task Force.   He received the
Coalition for Clean Air & Tree People Community Activist Award in 1996.   In 1999
Carlos Porras received the Environment Now Wells Family Award for Urban Renewal
from Vice President Al Gore.  He graduated from the UCLA’s Community Scholars
Program in Urban Planning and received the Lucy and Harry Lang Fellowship from
UCLA Center for Labor Research and Education.  Mr. Porras holds technical certificates
from the American Water Works Association, Los Angeles County Department of
Health, the California State Board of Health, and California State University Long Beach.

Ujjwal Pradhan is a program officer for environment and development with the Ford
Foundation's Jakarta office. Formerly, he was a program officer for water resources
governance and policy and later on for environmental justice and equity portfolios of the
Ford Foundation's India office.  Prior to joining the Ford Foundation, he was social
scientist and Head of the Nepal Country Program of the International Water Management
Institute (IWMI). In 1990 -1991 he served as an institutional development specialist with
Euroconsult for the World Bank-funded Irrigation Service Fee Project in Indonesia.  He
holds a Ph.D. in Development Sociology from Cornell University.  His doctoral
dissertation dealt with property rights and relations and state intervention in water
resources in Nepal.

M. Mokhlesur Rahman has been working on fisheries and natural resource management
in Bangladesh for the last 20 years.  He is a founding member of the Center for Natural
Resources Studies (CNRS) a national NGO in Bangladesh, where he has worked for the
past 8 years and where he is currently Executive Director.  CNRS works for the
conservation, restoration and enhancement of wetland habitats and biodiversity through
participatory co-management with user communities and other stakeholders.  CNRS has
worked with various partners, such as USAID, DFID, FAO, Ford Foundation, IUCN,
UNESCO and others.  Outputs of their projects have proved successful in conservation,
improving the livelihood of poor communities, as well as influencing policy makers
towards adopting pro-poor approaches to natural resources management in Bangladesh.
Mr. Rahman received an MS in Zoology with a specialization in fisheries from Dhaka
University in 1979.  He began his career as a Fisheries Officer in DANIDA and as an
Assistant Project Manager at the Rotary Foundation in the early and mid 80s.   In 1987,
he joined Caritas Bangladesh as Fisheries Adviser until 1990.  He subsequently worked at
the Food and Agricultural Organization as an Integrated Fish Culture Expert from 1990
to 1991.  He has also worked with USAID – assisting with the Flood Action Plan as a
Wetland Biologist throughout the early 1990s and as a Community Development
Specialist in 1997 – and with the UNDP as a Wetland Expert.
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Ravi Rajan is an Assistant Professor of Environmental Studies at the University of
California, Santa Cruz. He studied Mathematics and Philosophy at the University of
Delhi before moving to Oxford, where he received a D-Phil in environmental history. He
subsequently trained as a post-doc at the Department of Geography, Berkeley, the
Department of Science and Technology Studies, Cornell and the Max Planck Institut für
Wissenschaftsgeschichte, Berlin. Rajan is the author of Modernizing Nature: the
Contested Legacy of Tropical Forestry (Oxford University Press, Oxford, forthcoming),
and several papers and anthologies in environmental history, risk and disaster studies and
technological assessment. He has also been active in non-profit groups. He served as a
core-group member of the Indian environmental groups, Kalpavriksh and the Bhopal
Group for Information and Action in the 1980s and currently serves on the boards of
Pesticides Action Network, North America (of which he is currently board president) and
the International Media Project.

Tasso Rezende de Azevedo is the founder and Executive Director of IMAFLORA
(Instituto de Manejo e Certificação de Produtos Florestais e Agrícolas), which works to
promote certification of responsible forestry practices in the Brazilian Amazon.  In his
capacity as Executive director he has been a member of several Forest Stewardship
Council (FSC) Working Groups, a Lead Assessor for SmartWood System, an Instructor
in eight training courses for assessors, the author of more than twenty articles about
socio-environmental certification.  He has also worked on forest certification in Peru,
Bolivia, Colombia, México and Guatemala.  Since January of 2002 he has assumed
responsibility for developing IMAFLORA’s Amazonian Office.  He has also worked as
an Associate Researcher for IPEF (de Pesquisas e Estudos Florestais), where he
coordinated the Field Test of the Criteria and Indicators for Tropical Forest Management,
in cooperation with CIFOR.   He received a BS in Forest Management from the
University of São Paulo, Piracicaba in 1994.  He has also studied forest policy,
management and certification at Oxford University and Orgut, Sweden.

Herman Rosa is Director of PRISMA (Programa Salvadoreño de Investigación sobre
Desarrollo y Medio Ambiente) an applied research and reference center on environment
and development issues based in San Salvador, El Salvador. He is also the general
coordinator of the Payment for Environmental Services (PES) Project, funded by the
Ford Foundation, which set out to identify opportunities, challenges and risks that PES
poses for poor rural communities, through a review of wide array of experiences and
initiatives related to payment for environmental services in the Americas (specifically
Mexico, El Salvador, Costa Rica, Brazil and New York State).  His training is in
engineering and economics and holds an M.A. in Economic Policy.  

Chandrika Sharma works with the International Collective in Support of Fishworkers,
an international NGO formed in 1986 to defend the interests of the artisan and small-
scale fisheries sector, especially in the Global South.  ICSF takes up various activities
towards this end, including organizing workshops and campaigns and conducting
research on issues that are of common concern to artisan fishworkers; lobbying
international processes to take into account fishworker concerns, bringing out
publications that include the SAMUDRA Report and Yemaya; and monitoring
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international developments of concern to artisan fishworkers. Her area of work and
interest relates to institutional aspects of community-based fisheries resources
management, with a special focus on gender issues.

Barry G. Shelley is currently a Ph.D. candidate in economics at the University of
Massachusetts and maintains a part-time affiliation with the Natural Assets Project.  He
is spending much of 2001 and 2002 in El Salvador doing dissertation field research that
analyzes the potential for natural asset-building strategies in Salvadoran peasant
communities.  El Salvador was also his home from 1988 until 1994 when he served as
Country Representative for the Mennonite Central Committee, an organization that
accompanies local partners in their efforts to promote human rights, health, education and
economic development.   Before 1988, Barry worked with domestic social-change
programs: community organizing in inner-city Boston, a state-level church position in
Massachusetts, and directing the program of an education/retreat center program in
Washington State.  From 1976-79 he served on the faculty of a secondary school in
Switzerland.  Combining his economist skills and political experience with his previous
studies in theology, ethics and public policy, Barry frequently leads “economic literacy”
workshops for activists.

Dr. Youba Sokona is Executive Secretary for International Relations and Coordinator of
Energy Programme of the organisation Environnement et Développement du Tiers
Monde (ENDA-TM) based in Dakar in Sénégal. Before joining ENDA in 1982 he was
professor at Ecole Nationale d’Ingénieur de Bamako in Mali.  He has wide ranging
experience on energy, environment and development issues in Africa.  Dr Sokona
participated at many international negotiations and follow-ups of the Rio process and
related Conventions including Climate Change, Desertification, and Biodiversity.  He is
often solicited by various governments in Africa and organizations such as the World
Bank, UNDP, etc...,  to serve as a Steering Committee Member of their programs, to
conduct program evaluation missions, to chair sessions in high level conferences, and to
contribute scientific papers in the area of energy, environment and poverty. Throughout
his career, he also had the privilege to serve in various advisory capacities to many
African governments and organizations. He has published many articles on energy,
environment and development issues of interest of Africa.

Nomvuselelo C. Songelwa is the Gender and Environment Coordinator for The Rural
Action Committee, a land rights NGO in the Mpumalanga Province in South Africa.  She
is responsible for developing a practitioner's field manual which seeks to transform the
land reform planning process by integrating gender and environmental issues.  Her
academic background is in science and environmental education.  For 8 years she taught
Botany and Biology at the University of Transkei, University of the Western Cape and
University of the North.  She also worked with South African National Parks for 5 years,
gaining experience with the issues and challenges of integrating cultural and natural
heritage management.  In 1999/2000 she was awarded a Hubert Humphrey Fellowship
and spent a year at Cornell University exploring social ecological and environmental
education approaches to rural development.  During that year she also spent time visiting
relevant organizations in U.S., including the World Wildlife Fund, where she evaluated
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their environmental education material.  Her research and professional interests include
rural development, gender, community based natural resource management, culture,
traditional leadership and institutions, and environmental education.  She has also
recently been selected as a Ford Foundation Fellw – elect, and will complete a PhD on
Women and Natural resource management in Communal areas.

Liz Stanton is graduate student in Economics at the University of  Massachusetts,
Amherst, and is also the Program Director of the Center for  Popular Economics.
Stanton's background includes work in organic farming, teaching children about the
environment in outdoor settings, and non-profit  administration.

Susan C. Stonich is Professor and Chair of Environmental Studies and Professor of
Anthropology at the University of California – Santa Barbara.  She also is a member of
the faculty of the Interdepartmental Graduate Program in Marine Science.  She has an
interdisciplinary education and work history, including undergraduate and graduate work
in mathematics, chemistry, and computer science and 6 years experience as a systems
analyst.  She received an M.A. and Ph.D. in applied anthropology from the University of
Kentucky where her training was in the areas of political economy, ecological
anthropology, and human ecology,   She has conducted field research in Appalachia,
Central America, South East Asia, and California.  For the last five years, she has been a
member of the NAS/NRC Committee on the Human Dimensions of Global Change.  Her
research has focused on critically examining the human and environmental repercussions
of economic development and on creating collaborative, interdisciplinary methodologies
– especially linking scholars and advocates.  The courses she teaches include:
conservation and development; environmentalisms and social movements; human rights
and the environment; environmental justice; and anthropological research methods.  Her
latest books include an edited volume, Endangered Peoples of Latin America: Struggles
to Survive and Thrive (2001), and The Other Side of Paradise: Tourism, Conservation
and Development in the Bay Islands (2000).

Isabel de la Torre has been the International Coordinator of the Industrial Shrimp Action
Network (ISA Net) since its founding in 1997.  ISA Net is a global network of
environmental and grassroots organizations, natural and social scientists, and policy
advocates working to address the social and environmental impacts of the production,
trade and consumption of industrially farmed shrimp.  She formulates and coordinates the
strategies of ISA Net’s members in 20 countries where farmed shrimp is produced and
consumed.  She also serves as the Convener of the Fisheries and Trade Reference
Groups, a member of Board for the Asia Pacific Environmental Exchange (APEX) and
the Tahoma Audubon Society, and a member of the Stakeholder Council of the Marin
Stewardship Council.  Previously, Ms. de la Torre was the co-director of the Mangrove
Action Project (MAP), a member of the Secretariat of the Basel Action Network (BAN),
a consultant with Greenpeace International, a researcher with Friends of the Earth
Philippines, a Policy Analyst with the Women’s Legal Bureau, and an editor with the
Manila Standard.  She received her law degree from the University of the Philippines in
1996.  She is the author of “The Blues of a Revolution,” a forthcoming book on the social
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and environmental impacts of shrimp farming, and numerous other pieces.

Zhao Yaqiao has been a permanent staff member of Yunnan Academy of Social Sciences
in China since 1988.  In August of 1999, Mr. Zhao Yaqiao became the deputy director of
the Center for Community Development Studies in the Yunnan province of China, and in
2001 he became the Director.  He specializes in participatory rural development, social
forestry, and micro credit, and is the author of many published articles and papers on
these subjects.  He has been a Participatory Land Use Planning (PLUP) expert for several
Sino-German afforestation projects, worked with the Yunnan Forestry Department, the
Ford Foundation, Oxfam Hong Kong, the UNDP, the World Bank, and bilateral donor
agencies.  He received a B.A. in Economics from Yunnan University in 1988, and an
M.S. in Social Forestry from Philippines University in 1994.


